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Introduction

This report is intended to give a broad indication of the natural capital benefits that treescapes can bring
to Mid Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan parish and of the opportunities to increase them. The report can be
used as the basis for creating a land or neighbourhood management plan that can help you develop
policy and access funding opportunities. CAG Oxfordshire can support you in creating thatp  lan and
applying for funding.
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trees, community orchards or agroforestry. We strongly recommend that you read the report in

conjunction with the Treescape Guide, which gives more detail on each treescape and its benefits. Also
worth a look are our project website and the Our Land Our Future Report which give an overview of how
many treescapes we might introduce across Oxfordshire by 2050. The maps for the whole of Oxfordshire
can also be viewed here.

Clearly it will not be possible to establish treescapes on a piece of land without the suppo rt of the
landowner or manager. It is crucial that they are engaged in the process. Once you have developed a
land or neighbourhood plan the Oxfordshire Treescape project can advise and support you on making
contact with farmers and landowners. The report may also help you identify smaller scale treescape
opportunities on public land. Please note that we have not yet found a good way to map street tree
opportunities. This report has been produced as part of a new not for profit service for farmers, land
managers, land agents, parish councils and community groups across Oxfordshire. The project is led the
charity GrowGreenCarbon working with CAG Oxfordshire and with the support of Oxford University.

For more information see www.oxtrees.uk.


https://www.oxtrees.uk/the-treescapes-guide
https://www.oxtrees.uk/
https://www.oxtrees.uk/our-land-our-future
https://www.oxtrees.uk/the-story-map
https://www.oxtrees.uk/

Contents

The report presents a series of maps together with an explanatory text. The Appendix provides tables
with the data behind the maps. You can easily move between the maps and the appendices and back
again by clicking the li nk at the bottom of each slide.

The report breaks down into the following sections:

%)

Why Treescapes? An overview of the reasons to establish treescapes and the funding available.

Your site. An overview of Mid Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan parish including Agricultural Land
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Nature Recovery Network and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty; an d existing natural capital
benefits in the parish.

Opportunities to establish treescapes.

The benefits treescapes could bring and where they could deliver multiple bene  fits.

Our recommendations on an overall strategy the parish might follow, including possible treescape
targets between now and 2050 in line with national targets put forward by the Climate Change
Committee.



WHY TREESCAPES?

How our treescape maps relate to government policy

Treescapes are now at the centre of agricultural funding and policy. Under the new  Environmental Land
Management Scheme (ELMS), the government defines these as:
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Clean and plentiful water

Clean air

Protection from and mitigation of environmental hazards
Mitigation and adaptation to climate change

Thriving plants and wildlife

Beauty, heritage, and engagement

have chosen to map 5 natural capital benefits of treescapes. We also offer ways to measure each one:

Biodiversity

Carbon capture

Natural flood management and soil erosion
Air pollution and noise reduction
Recreation and wellbeing

As yet, it is not clear how these natural capital benefits will be measured by ELMS. We will be updating
our maps to ensure they best align with ELMS as further information comes available.

For more detail on how we define each benefit please see the Treescape Guide. Information on funding
Is also available on our website.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-land-management-schemes-overview/environmental-land-management-scheme-overview
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-land-management-schemes-overview/environmental-land-management-scheme-overview
https://www.oxtrees.uk/the-treescapes-guide
https://www.oxtrees.uk/

WHY TREESCAPES?

Funding for treescapes

Central government has set ambitious targets for tr ee planting.

In addition to the English Woodland Creation Offer, Countryside Stewardship and ELMS, there are new

sources of funding coming on stream, such as the Sustainable Farming Initiative, biodiversity offset

payments by housing developers and corpor ations wanting to mitigate their environmental impact while

they de -carbonise their business activities. The Woodland Carbon Code can also provide regular annual

Income over a sustained period. Organisations such as the Woodland Trust, the Tree Council, Th e Trust
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Parish councils may also have access to funding. Our website gives an overview of sources of funding

currently available. Or ask CAG Oxfordshire for further information.

By working on larger scale projects which extend across several farms or estates, farmers and landowners

may be able to attract additional funding from Tiers 2 and 3 of ELMS. You may the n like to support the
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farms and shares the cost of advisors. You can check this link to see if there is already a farmer cluster in

your area.

* The Oxfordshire Treescape Project would like to
thank the Woodland Trust who have funded us to

WOODLAND provide our first 150 reports for free.

TRUST


https://www.oxtrees.uk/
https://www.farmerclusters.com/
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Your site




YOUR SITE

Mid Cherwell
Neighbourhood Plan
PARISH

This is the area of Mid
Cherwell Neighbourhood
Plan parish we have
identified from the parish
boundary.

The total site area is 7777.3
hectares.
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YOUR SITE

AGRICULTURAL LAND
GRADES

The parish can be classified
into the various agricultural
land grades.

Please note that we have
used agricultural land grade
as a way to map levels of
productivity from different
land areas. This is only an
approximation and the land
manager will know better
which land has the most
potent ial for food
production. However, land
grade is the best yield
mapping method available to
us at the current time.

See here for more info on
land grades.

Click here for Table
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http://www.lra.co.uk/services/soil-survey-soil-mapping/agricultural-land-grades

YOUR SITE
SLOPE

The map shows fields with
slopes either between 5 and
7 degrees or above 7
degrees. The slope is
calculated as an average for
each field as a whole.

As sloping land is less easy to
farm and more prone to soil
erosion, it may provide better
opportunities for some
treescapes. If there is sloping
land in or around your parish,
this could be a reason to
coordinate treescape
interventions with
neighbouring land managers
in your area as management
of sloping land on one site
can impact on a nearby site.

Click here for Table
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YOUR SITE

AREAS NOT SUITED TO
TREESCAPES

The map shows all areas not
suitable for treescapes, both
within and near to Mid
Cherwell Neighbourhood
Plan.

These include heritage sites,
legally protected o r locally
registered wildlife sites,
existing woodland and
grassland sites and other
sites of wildlife value.

Please note that careful
consideration of
opportunities that may affect
any of these areas will be
required when introducing
treescapes.

The unsuitable areas total
1761 hectares or 23% of the
parish.

Click here for Table

Existing Species Battlefields and

Rich Grassland Scheduled Monuments

NRN Woodland
e Institute (University of Oxford) and biodiversity data supplied b)



YOUR SITE

AREAS OF
OUTSTANDING
NATURAL BEAUTY

An Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB) is a
designated exceptional
landscape whose distinctive
character and natural beauty
are precious enough to be
safeguarded in the national
interest.

If your parish is sited within
an AONB this will mean that
the local AONB governing
body will need to be
consulted on any plans to
establish treescapes. It will
be important to them to
maintain the traditional
landscape character of the
AONB area. Further
information can be found on
our website .

0 hectares or 0% of this site is
within an AONB.

Wider
KEY . AONB |:| Landscape

This map in ral capital data from the Envirormental Change Insitte (University of Oxford) and biodiversily data suppled by the Thames Valley Environmental Records Cenre (TVERC), which s copyright to TVERC andlor s partne

orpor:
OS data C rown C py gh( dd tabase right 2021 Ord e Survey Licence No 100018504 ind Oxfordshire County Council No 100023343
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https://www.oxtrees.uk/aonb

YOUR SITE
EXISTING WOODLAND

The map shows woodland
areas in the parish. Some

very small woodland areas
may not be shown.

These total 487.6 ha which is
6% of the parish.

Click here for Table

Key [ Existing woodland

ral capital data from the Envirormental Change Insitte (University of Oxford) and biodiversily data suppled by the Thames Valley Environmental Records Cenre (TVERC), which s copyright to TVERC andlor s partne
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YOUR SITE

EXISTING SPECIES RICH
GRASSLAND

The map shows species-rich
grassland areas in the parish.
Pasture and other forms of
intensively managed
grassland are not included in
this map.

Species-rich grassland may
still be used for the grazing
of livestock but at a lower
intensity than normal pasture.
It should not be cut more
than once a year.

Species-rich grassland totals
601.3 hectares and 8% of the
parish.

Click here for Table

KEY . Existing Species Rich Grassland

This map incorporates natural capital data from the Environmental Change Institute (University of Oxford) and biodiversity data supplied by the Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre (TVERC), which is copyright to TVERC and/or its partners.
OS data ? Crown Copyright and database right 2021 Ordnance Survey Licence No 100018504 and Oxfordshire County Council No 100023343



YOURSITE
EXISTING HEDGEROWS

The map shows hedgerows
in the parish. These total
235.3 kilometres and 34% of
all field boundaries.

Hedges are of particular
biodiversity value as they
provide ecological corridors
for wildlife.

Please note that this
hedgerow data may not be
as accurate as we would like
and is likely to understate the
number of existing hedges. If
you are interested to build a
more accurate picture of
hedgerows in your parish,
please contact us.

Click here for Table

Public Right
of Way

This map incorporates natural capital data from the Environmental Change Institute (University of Oxford) and biodiversity data supplied by the Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre (TVERC), which is copyright to TVERC and/or its partners.
OS data ? Crown Copyright and database right 2021 Ordnance Survey Licence No 100018504 and Oxfordshire County Council No 100023343



https://www.oxtrees.uk/contact-us

A“I‘"T\‘.,

J
/

&
a7

Treescape Opportunities
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TREESCAPEOPPORTUNITIES

WOODLAND & SPECIES
RICH GRASSLAND
OPPORTUNITIES

The map shows areas of the
parish that are suitable for
either new woodland or
species-rich grassland. These
total 4382.5 hectares and
56% of the parish. Both

grade 1 and 2 land and
unsuitable sites are excluded.

You might consider selecting
smaller areas from within the
mapped area that are less
productive, such as wet or
awkward corners for
grassland, woodland copses
or shelter belts.

Pasture that has had few
inputs could be restored to
species-rich grassland, but if
it has been intensively used
for a long time it may be
better as woodland. Click
here for Table
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KEY . Woodland or Grassland Opportunities

onmental Change Institute (University of Oxford) and biodiversity data supplied by the Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre (TVERC), which is copyright to TVERC and/or its partners.
Ordnance Survey Licence No 100018504 and Oxfordshire County Council No 100023343
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TREESCAPE OPPORTUNITIES

WOODLAND BUFFER
OPPORTUNITIES

A relatively easy way to
introduce trees onto the site
may be to plant woodland
strips around the edge of
existing woodland. As the
new trees are adjacent to
existing woodland, the new
woodland will be colonised
by nature more rapidly,
supporting biodiversity
gains.

The map shows woodland
buffer opportunities planted
to 20 meters around all
existing woodland areas.
These total 187.6 hectares or
2% of the parish.

Click here for Table

KEY [ Woodland Buffer Opportunities

ral capital data from the Envirormental Change Insitte (University of Oxford) and biodiversily data suppled by the Thames Valley Environmental Records Cenre (TVERC), which s copyright to TVERC andlor s partne
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TREESCAPEOPPORTUNITIES

HEDGEROW
OPPORTUNITIES

The map shows both the
hedgerows currently in the
parish and the opportunities
for new hedges. (Please note
that this data may not be as
accurate as we would like
and the hedge opportunities
may be overstated).

We have assumed that all
field boundaries can become
hedges, however some may
not be suitable. For instance,
stone walls are a typical
feature in the Cotswolds and
especially so within the
AONB.

These hedge opportunities
total 461 kilometres and 66%
of all field b oundaries.

Click here for Table
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TREESCAPE OPPORTUNITIES

HEDGES ACROSS LARGE
FIELDS

The map gives an impression
of where it might be possible
to introduce new hedges, by
dividing larger fields. This is
based on fields over 20
hectares, as we judge that
these fields could be divided
without overly interfering

with farming operations .

These total 48 fields.

For pasture fields, dividing
fields of less than 20ha with
hedges can have animal
welfare benefits in addition
to the other benefits we
highlight in this report.

Click here for Table

the Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre ERC), which is copyright to TVERC and/or its partners.
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TREESCAPE OPPORTUNITIES
AGROFORESTY

Agroforestry is the practice of
introducing trees into farmed
land that continues to be
food producing. It is not as
yet widely used as a farming
system, but can help to make
farmed land more resilient to |
weather extremes.

The map shows areas
suitable for silvoarable
and/or silvopasture
production, based on the
grade of the land. These total
5063.7 hectares or 65% of
the site.

Examples of agroforestry
practice are given in the ‘
Treescapes Guide. This video N
Agroforestry: Farming for the ke
Future provides a useful brief .,
introduction. - |

. Both

This map incorporates natural capital data from the Environmental Change Institute (University of Oxford) and biodiversity data supplied by the Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre (TVERC), which is copyright to TVERC and/or its partners.
OS data ? Crown Copyright and database right 2021 Ordnance Survey Licence No 100018504 and Oxfordshire County Council No 100023343

: Silvoarable Silvopasture
C“Ck here fOI’ Table KEY . Opportunities Opportunities



https://www.oxtrees.uk/the-treescapes-guide
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ZhlP1rO0Yw&list=PLWTgP69uJo07Qucc75Y0_AeV4-3x1BNU3&index=24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ZhlP1rO0Yw&list=PLWTgP69uJo07Qucc75Y0_AeV4-3x1BNU3&index=24

TREESCAPE OPPORTUNITIES

COMMUNITY
ORCHARDS

Community orchards are
small areas of from 0.25 to
0.5 hectares usually planted
to apple or pear trees. They
are run by local community
enthusiasts and are

depe ndent on their energy
and interest. If you are
interested to establish one,
CAG Oxfordshire can put you
In touch with community
groups with experience of
running community orchards
in Oxfordshire.

The map shows suitable
areas within Mid Cherwell
Neighbourh ood Plan that are
within easy reach of nearby
towns and villages. An
awkward corner might be a
good place to consider for an
orchard.
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